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What is claimed is: 

1 . A water craft having a longitudinal, elongate keel mounted to 
the underside of the craft, the keel comprising at least two elongate keel members, 
each keel member being movable fi-om a first position in which it projects away fi'om 
the underside of the craft by a first angle, to a second position in which it projects 
away from the underside of the craft by a second angle larger than the first, and 
means for biassing the keel members towards the first position, the arrangement 
being such that in use, when the keel is subjected to hydro-dynamic loading, at least 
one of the keel members is moved toweu-ds the second position so as to act as a 
dependent keel. 

2. A water craft as claimed in claim 1, in which the at least one of 
the keel members is moved towards the second position when the keel is subjected to 
a generally lateral hydro-dynamic loading. 

3. A water craft as claimed in claim 1 or claim 2, in which the keel 
members are arranged in pairs, the keel members of each pair projecting from the 
underside of the water craft in generally laterally opposing directions when the keel 
portions are in the first position 

4. A water craft as claimed in any previous claim, in which each 
keel member is pivotably mounted to a base, the base being adapted to be mounted to 
the underside of a water craft. 

5. A water craft as claimed in claim 4, in which each keel member 
is formed integrally with its respective base. 

6. A water craft as claimed in any previous claim, in which each 
keel member is mounted separately to the underside of the water craft. 
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7. ' A water craft as claimed in claim 4 or claim 5, in which the keel 
members are provided in pairs, with the keel members in each pair being pivotably 
mounted to a common base. 

8. A water craft as claimed in any previous claim when dependent 
on claim 5, in which the keel members and their respective base(s) are extruded. 

9. A water craft as claimed in any previous claim, in which the 
keel members are made from a resilient material. 

10. A water craft as claimed in claim 9, in which the resilience of 
the material biases the keel members to the first position. 

11. A water craft as claimed in claim 9 or claim 10, when 
dependent on claim 4, in which the keel members are provided in pairs, the keel 
members of each pair being pivotably connected to a base by means of a common 
hinge portion. 

12. A water craft as claimed in claim 1 1, in which an elongate 
hollow cavity is formed in the common hinge portion. 

13. A water craft as claimed in claim 12, in which the cavity is 
sealed to prevent water from entering the cavity, the arrangement being such that 
when hydro-dynamic pressure acting on the common hinge portion compresses the 
cavity, the keel members are moved towards the second position. 

14. A water craft as claimed in any previous claim, in which each 
keel member has a first convex surface and a second concave surface and when the 
keel members are in the first position, the first surface is directed away from the from 
the underside of the water craft and the second surface is directed towards the 
underside of the water craft. 
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15. A water craft as claimed in any previous claim, in which each 
keel member is movable to a third position in which it projects from the underside of 
the water craft by a third angle which is smaller than the first angle. 

16. A water craft as claimed in any previous claim, in which stop 
means are provided to prevent or resist movement of the keel members beyond the 
second position. 

17. A water craft as claimed in any previous claim, in which the 
second angle is in a range fi:'om 80 to 100 degrees. 

18. A water craft as claimed in any previous claim in which the 
water craft is an amphibious vehicle. 



19. A water craft substantially as hereinbefore described, with 
reference to and as illustrated in Figures 1 to 4, or Figures 5 and 6, or Figure 7, or 
Figure 8 of the accompanying drawings. 



